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Pleasant Hill Community Foundation Grant for the Kiosk Project 
 

 
This is the kiosk structure Boy Scout Crosby 
Sperling designed and built for the Pleasant Hill 
Instructional Garden to showcase the garden’s 
purpose in demonstrating water conservation, the 
value of drought-tolerant/native plants in the garden, 
no pesticide use, and how to provide wildlife habitat.   
 
 
The six-sided design of the kiosk was inspired by 
Monika Olsen, gardening teacher in charge of the 
volunteer project at the Pleasant Hill Education 
Center, who wanted visitors at the 

garden entry to view the panels while looking at different aspects of the garden in a 
circular fashion.  It also needed to occupy a space aesthetically in proportion with 
the rest of the garden.  The kiosk holds informational posters including the purpose 
and goals of the garden, a landscape map of the garden, a description of native and 
drought tolerant plant communities used in the garden, acknowledgement of the 
many contributors and enthusiastic volunteers in the garden, Central Contra Costa 
Sanitary District’s methods of recycling water which was donated to the garden, 
and announcements on a bulletin board for visitors to the garden.   
 
It was intended the kiosk would compliment the garden’s design and theme, California Natural, 
shaped by students in the Landscape Design Applications class as a class project Spring 2007. 

 
Several students were interested in taking the project further to remove 
the eyesore at the front entrance to Mt. Diablo Adult Education.  They 
joined their teacher in forming a steering committee to direct the garden 
progress and win community support.  Soon Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Contra Costa County Master Gardeners, Diablo Valley College’s 
adaptive horticulture class, high school students, neighbors and other 
community members joined the effort.  

 
 
As his Eagle Scout Leadership Service Project, Crosby Sperling prepared 
and led Boy Scout Troop 221 to help him build the kiosk structure in 
stages.  He first created the model based on sketches and discussion with 
his leaders and teacher Monika Olsen.  He researched building techniques 
and met with a structural engineer, a city architect, and a builder in order 
to develop detailed construction drawings.   
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On his first day at the garden site 
digging the holes for the concrete piers 
to support the 4x4 beams, Crosby used 
a jackhammer to break up the asphalt or 
concrete that was about 3 inches thick.  
That asphalt was later removed from 
the site to be recycled by Allied Waste.  
 

 
 
 

 
On his second day Crosby and his troop were able to pour the concrete, 
using a cement mixer rented from Cresco.  They placed the fasteners in the 
concrete and returned later after it had hardened to install the rest of the 
kiosk structure, which he preassembled at home with the help of his troop 
on several dates.   
 
 

 
 
For instance, the wood pieces for the arbor cover were sawn to the 
correct size, placed in position, and nailed together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crosby determined that it would be more efficient to apply the heavy duty sealant to the individual 
members before assembling the kiosk.  He discovered the redwood soaked up more sealant than 
expected and required two to three applications.   
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At the garden site Crosby 
and his team assembled 
the prebuilt members into 
the kiosk structure. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The frames for five of the panels were put together separately and then mounted to 
the support beams.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lastly, Crosby installed the aluminum 
locking display case and made sure it 
was level. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He was able to complete the kiosk in time for a preview tour of the garden on June 14, 2008. 
 
 

 
Crosby achieved recognition of Eagle Scout rank for this 
challenging project.  We will acknowledge his and all of the 
wonderful contributions and tremendous efforts of volunteers to 
bring this garden into being at an upcoming Open House.  We 
invite you to join us then! 


