
A festive Grand Opening of the Pleasant Hill Instructional 
Garden (PHIG) was held on Sunday, October 25, 2009, 
complete with music from the Sweet Adelines a cappella 
quartet, Untamed. 
The recognition ceremony, held at the Pleasant Hill 

Education Center Amphitheatre, occurred almost two years 

from groundbreaking at Pleasant Hill’s Community Service 

Day on September 17, 2009. 

The Pleasant Hill Civic Action Commission, Contra Costa 

Master Gardeners, Boy Scouts from Troops 405, 421 and 

221, California Council of Adult Education, Pleasant Hill 

Garden Study Club, Chevron, Don Wilson, Nay and Jim 

Albertson, Dottie Williams and others were recognized for 

their contributions to the garden. To date more than 200 

volunteers have contributed over 3,000 hours of community 

service to PHIG. Volunteers Kathy Richardson and Aleeta 

Slattery explained why they chose to help create this mostly 

native plant garden since it uses no pesticides and is creating a 

wildlife habitat for birds, bees, and butterflies. 

Often volunteer community projects take decades to 

complete, but progress on this garden has been speedy. 

Although not yet complete, the site would not be recognizable 

from its original use as a neglected corner for overflow 

parking, opposite Pleasant Oaks Park and the Pleasant Hill 

Middle School. Handicapped-accessible paths, seating, a 

working composting system, effective dry creek beds, raised 

garden beds, an informational kiosk, a redwood arbor for 

California grapevine, and a demonstration drip irrigation 

system using recycled water contributed by Central Contra 

Costa Sanitary District have transformed the former eyesore 

into a green oasis. 

The hard-working Steering Committee, represented by 

Elaine Groen, Ariane Habets, Arti Kirch, Susan Lorenzen, 

Dana Simmons, and Bob Swanson and headed by Mt. Diablo 

Adult Education teacher and Master Gardener, Monika 

Olsen, has put in a multitude of hours collaborating, planning, 

writing, fundraising, working in the garden, preparing 

publicity, and coordinating annual Community Service Day 

events, the annual Week of Caring United Way community 

service drive and ongoing garden work parties. 

Plans continue. Funding for the California grape arbor, an 

Eagle Scout project completed by Scott Spofford, is still 

needed as well as support for an entry sign, a storage shed, a 

weather monitoring station, permanent plant identification 

and signage, a seasonal wetland and a spring water feature to 

provide wildlife with sources of water. Additional volunteers 

are still required to make this piece of ground 

environmentally healthy, beautiful and educational. 

To learn more visit phig.webs.com. To volunteer or make 

a contribution, write to phecgarden@prodigy.net or Pleasant 
Hill Instructional Garden, 1 Santa Barbara Road, Pleasant 

Hill, CA. 94523. Call (925) 937-1530 to leave a message. 


